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strength should lie in the "bishops, and in those
masses of the poor, affiliated to the Church, who
in the large towns directed public opinion. Con-
stantine made the Empire Christian. When we
look at this from the point of yiew of the "West, we
are astonished, for there the Christians were as yet
only a weak minority. But in the East, the policy
of Constantine was not only natural, but compelled
"by circumstance.

Strange to say, it was from this policy that the
city of Borne received the heaviest blow that ever
fell upon it. Christianity succeeded with Constan-
tine, but it was Eastern Christianity. In building
a new Borne on the Bosporus, Constantine reduced
old Borne to the position of being capital of the
West only. The cataclysms that followed, the inva-
sions of barbarians which spared Constantinople to
fall with their full weight upon Borne, compelled the
ancient metropolis of the world to play a narrow,
often a humble part. That Boman primacy, which
is so brilliant a fact in the second and third century,
ceases to exist as soon as the East has a separate
existence and a separate capital, Constantine is the